
The Appeals Council
The Appeals Council will review evidence and determine if the ALJ made a mistake. The AC can do three things: approve case, deny case, or remand case. 

Administrative Law Judge
A hearing with the Administrative Law Judge givesyou the opportunity to appeal, by presenting testimony and medical evidence to support your case after being denied on the initial application.

Federal District Court
The judge of the Federal District Court will consider the briefs submitted to determine the outcome of your case.
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REQUEST A HEARING WITH
AN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE 

You must file within 
60 days of being 
denied.

Start a request 
for a hearing 

online or send a 
written appeal

It can take 3-5 months 
to receive a decision.

Begin online 
(www.ssa.gov) or in 
person at your local 

Social Security Office

Provide all necessary 
info and documents

Attend a hearing

Submit your 
application!

Gather all necessary 
information to submit

30% of claims are 
approved at this step. 

About 50% of claims 
are approved at 

this step. 

2-3% of claims are 
approved at this 

stage, while 10% are 
remanded.

SUBMIT FOR 
SOCIAL 

SECURITY 
DISABILITY

Provide new or 
additional evidence if 

available

Submit your 
arguments to the AC

Once submitted, a 
lawyer for the SSA will 

file a response

Start by sending 
a written request for 
review using the 

HA-520 form.

You have 60 days to 
file this appeal.

You must file within 
60 days of being 
denied.

Start to file your 
appeal; no new 

evidence will be 
considered at this step

Await the 
Judge’s decision 

on your case

Less than 1% of 
disability cases go 

to the federal courts, 
while 45% are 

remanded.

Don’t post about your 
personal situation
 on social media! 

Remember: Don’t stop 
receiving medical care! 

Don’t abuse drugs 
and alcohol!

Don’t break the law or 
end up in jail.

The path to collecting Social Security Disability Benefits is complicated, with many twists and turns that may 
leave you feeling frustrated. Along the way, you may be forced to take a step back or start the process all 
over again if you miss an appeal deadline. This is not a straightforward process, and when you reach the end 
of your journey, benefits are not guaranteed. This is why hiring an SSD lawyer can help make this journey 

more successful than going through it alone.  

Turn to a Trusted Partner to Help You Along Your SSD Journey 
Applying for SSD can be a frustrating and drawn-out process, with many roadblocks along the way. 

However, as a disabled individual who is unable to work, you need your benefits as soon as possible. 

Is there a way to better navigate the process? 

The Disability Attorneys of Michigan are there to be your partner on this journey, and help you 
every step of the way. You don’t want to face these challenges alone. 

Call them today for a free consultation at 800-949-2900.

800-949-2900
damichigan.com


